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Washington, D.C. - U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk (R-Highland Park) announced today that the
President’s budget includes $122 million in new military construction funding for Great Lakes
Naval Training Center. The funding will be used to build two new recruit training command
barracks, a new drill hall and other infrastructure improvements to modernize Great Lakes. The
funds, part of a planned $700 million base renovation now underway, mean continued economic
growth and new jobs in Lake County.

  

“While it is an austere budget, I am very pleased the Navy will invest heavily in Great Lakes,
bringing hundreds of high-paying jobs to our communities,” said Congressman Kirk.  “Building
the world’s premiere naval facility benefits our men and women in uniform and
fosters economic growth and job creation in eastern Lake County.”

  

The President’s budget also includes full-funding for Metra, including over $20 million to
complete expansion of the North Central commuter rail line. As a member of the Transportation
Committee during his freshman term, Kirk was instrumental in securing funds to double-track
the North Central line. Beginning in December, Metra will double the number of trains currently
running on the North Central line giving Chicago commuters more flexibility. The additional
trains will take thousands of cars off our congested highways and help us meet our
environmental goals by reducing air pollution.

  

“Updating our transportation infrastructure is essential to reducing highway gridlock and
improving our quality of life,” said Congressman Kirk. “Increased rail service will ease traffic
congestion, and have a positive effect on our environment.”

  

Other increases in the Bush budget include: doubled funding for the Great Lakes Legacy Act to
clean up polluted harbors (like Waukegan) and provisions accelerating the creation of a new
Navy/VA hospital in North Chicago.
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